Watershed Conservancy District Formation Instructions

1. Twenty-five (25) landowners (or the majority, if less than 50 landowners) within a proposed watershed conservancy district file a petition with the board of supervisors of the conservation district. The petition must include:

a.  Boundaries of proposed district
b. Number of acres involved
c. Reason for the request

d. Proposed name for the watershed conservancy district

e. Any other pertinent information

2. Within in thirty (30) days of the petition being filed, the board of supervisors should give notice of a hearing to determine if forming the proposed watershed conservancy district is practicable and feasible. 
3.  If the board determines there is a need for the watershed conservancy district, they shall propose a budget to be funded from a millage tax or a flat rate tax.
4. The board of supervisors holds a referendum to determine if the proposed watershed conservancy district is administratively practicable and feasible.  
a. Voters will be instructed to answer “yes” to one of the propositions listed below. 
b. The boundaries of the proposed watershed conservancy district shall be set forth.
c. Only owners of land within the boundaries of the proposed watershed conservancy district are eligible to vote.
d. Qualified voters may vote by absentee ballot, following rules in KRS 117.

e. The question to be voted on shall be specifically stated as follows:

                      “For the creation of __________ Watershed Conservancy District”

                      “Against the creation of __________ Watershed Conservancy District”

5. The tabulation of votes will be as follows:

a. At the close of the poll, election officers will tally the votes.

b. Tally and votes will be presented to the polling superintendent.

c. Superintendent will certify the results with the board of supervisors.

6. If the votes is in favor of formation of the watershed conservancy district

a. The board of supervisors will certify the results to the county clerks in all counties involved

b. This certification shall then be filed with the SWCC.

7. Within thirty (30) days after the watershed conservancy district’s creation, nominating petitions for seats on the board of director’s shall be filed with the board of supervisors.
a. The county with the majority of land in the watershed conservancy district will have five (5) director’s seats.

b. All other counties involved will have three (3) director’s seats.
